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Welcome to Our Good Friday Service 
We welcome you to the house of our true and living God for worship on 
this Good Friday of Holy Week.  Today’s hymns, readings and prayers 
emphasize both God’s justice and his grace:  at the same time God 
punishes sin and yet forgives the sinner by the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

If you are visiting today, we extend a special word of welcome.  We ask 
both members and visitors to please sign the Friendship Register.   
 

Prayer Before Worship 
Heavenly Father, today we are reminded not only of your justice, but 
also of your love. You did not spare your own Son by gave him as a 
ransom for each one of us. Comfort us with the knowledge of this great 
love today and give us the peace that the forgiveness of sins brings.  
When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross where it was washed away 
in Jesus’ blood.  Amen. 
 

Silent Dismissal 
After the service is over, the worship assembly will exit the sanctuary in 
silence.  You may remain for a few moments for prayer and meditation.  
Leave on your own without the assistance of an usher.  Depart in peace 
while reflecting on the sacrifice Jesus made to make this Friday “good”. 
 

Easter Worship & Fellowship 
All are invited to join us this Sunday at 9:00 am as we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead as the assurance of forgiveness for our sins 
and the victory over death and hell.   
 

All are welcome to join us following our worship service for a 
continental breakfast and fellowship as well. 
 

Serving In Worship  
• Minister ~ Pastor Jeffrey Mahnke 

• Organist ~ Marie Kurth 

• Ushers ~ Dan & Carrie Stelzer 
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__________________________________ 

                   Good Friday 
                                 March 29, 2024 | 1:00 pm 

__________________________________ 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  
Oh, come let us worship him. 

Opening Hymn     CW 427, sts. 1-4 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Joseph Herl, 
b. 1959,  alt.; (sts. 2–4): Johann Rist, 1607–1667, abr. 
Tune: Himmlische Harmony, Mainz, 1628 
Text (sts. 2–3): © Joseph Herl. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Confession of Sins and Absolution 

Most holy and merciful Father,  

We confess to you that we have sinned by our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone.  We deserve your wrath and punishment, both 
now and forever.  Have mercy upon us and grant us your peace.   
 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the 
death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and 
live.  Therefore, and for the sake of Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the 
cross, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
† and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
 
On this Good Friday, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy 
Spirit.  
 

May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be 
received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ, God’s Lamb, 
who has taken our sins away.   

Hymn Response CW 811 st. 1 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–1887 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this, your family, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the 

hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always 

faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 
The suffering and glory of the servant 

13See, my servant will act wisely; 

 he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 

 his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 

 and his form marred beyond human likeness— 
15so he will sprinkle many nations, 

 and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 

For what they were not told, they will see, 

 and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

1Who has believed our message 

 and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

 and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

 a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

4Surely he took up our pain 

 and bore our suffering, 

yet we considered him punished by God, 

 stricken by him, and afflicted. 
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5But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

 and by his wounds we are healed. 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

 each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 

7He was oppressed and afflicted, 

 yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

 and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

 so he did not open his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

 Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

 for the transgression of my people he was punished. 
9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

 and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

 nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 

 and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

 and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11After he has suffered, 

 he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

 and he will bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

 and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

 and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

 and made intercession for the transgressors. 
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Second Reading Hebrews 7:26–28 
Christ, our high priest, was sacrificed once and for all 

 26Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, 

blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 
27Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day 

after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He 

sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28For the 

law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, 

which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made 

perfect forever. 

The Response   (spoken together) 

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Lesson Matthew 27:38–54 

Christ was forsaken on the cross 

 38Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on 

his left. 39Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 

heads 40and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and 

build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!” 41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of 

the law and the elders mocked him. 42“He saved others,” they said, “but 

he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now 

from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God 

rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 
44In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped 

insults on him. 

 45From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the 

land. 46About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?”). 
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 47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s 

calling Elijah.” 

 48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with 

wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49The 

rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 

 50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 

spirit. 

 51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 

to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52and the tombs broke 

open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 
53They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into 

the holy city and appeared to many people. 

 54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 

saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 

exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day CW 550 
Lamb of God 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod, 

and to become the Lamb of God. (Refrain) 

 

Refrain O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in his precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

2 Your gift of love they crucified, 

they laughed and scorned him as he died: 

the humble King they named a fraud 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. (Refrain) 
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3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod, 

and to be called a lamb of God.  
 

 O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in his precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Text: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. A-716671 

 

Sermon Hebrews 8:12 

12For I will forgive their wickedness 

 and will remember their sins no more.” 

Erasing Sin 

1. We can’t. 

2. God did! 

Hymn CW 568 st. 1 

1 His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange! 

Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ’neath God’s rage. 

Draped in his righteousness, I’m justified. 

In Christ I live, for in my place he died. (Refrain) 

 

Ref I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost: 

Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God. 

Bought by such love, my life is not my own. 

My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone. 

Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Text: © 2008 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord Jesus Christ, in humble awe, in reverent silence, and in solemn 
trembling, your people have gathered around your cross to remember 
your death.   
 

O Christ, friend of sinners, have mercy on us; O Christ, Savior and 
Redeemer, have mercy on us; O Christ, only hope to the lost 
world, have mercy on us.   
 
At your cross let us see all the ugliness, horror, and misery that sin, 
death, and Satan brought into the world and that you willingly took on 
yourself.   
 

Open our eyes to see that we deserved the torments of hell that 
you suffered for us. 
 
But open our eyes also to see that by your death you destroyed death, 
by your sacrifice you reconciled us with your Father, and by the blood 
you shed you purchased us to belong to you forever.  
 

Help us believe that we are worth that much to you.   
 
Fill us with joy and peace in believing that we are truly free from 
condemnation and forgiven by your Father.   
 

Help us dedicate our lives in thankful love to you, who gave 
yourself for us. 
 
Special prayers and intercession may follow. 
 
Hear us, O Lamb of God, who bore all sin for us.  Amen.   

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever.  Amen.   
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Closing Hymn CW 437 sts. 1–3 
Rest, O Christ, from All Your Labor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 716671 
Tune: Public domain 
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The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before 

departing in silence. There will be no ushering out or pastoral greeting.  

Sign the Friendship Register during the service.  Place your Good 

Friday offerings into the offering plates in the church’s entry as you 

leave.  Please exit church quietly. 
 

 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission 

of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Savior’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
703 Flieth St, Wausau WI 54401 

715-845-3253 

Email: OSInfo@oursaviorswausau.org 

Website: www.oursaviorswausau.org 

Facebook: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and School   

Pastor Jeff Mahnke, Vacancy Pastor 
 715-297-0132 

pastorm@mysaintpeter.org 
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